
Art Curriculum  

 

Intent 

Why do we teach computing? Why do we teach it the way we do?  

 

At St Teresa’s we intend to deliver an engaging, inspiring and challenging art curriculum which provides 

children a platform to express themselves creatively in new and exciting ways. Developing specific artistic 

skills through modelling and application plays a major role in developing children’s confidence to express 

themselves artistically.  

Our Art curriculum allows children to explore and consider the impact of art throughout history and the cultural 

development of different art forms, using their observations to inspire and shape their own imaginative works. 

How this is implemented at St. Teresa’s 

What do we teach? What does this look like? 

 

At St Teresa’s our art curriculum (in KS1 and KS2) is taught as part of a block curriculum approach. This 

approach means that each year group receives one week of art teaching per-term. Each week has a 

specific unit theme, either focussing upon a specific artistic skill, or an artistic style. Teaching staff plan their art 

work using the National Curriculum and aim to embed subject specific skills and knowledge throughout their 

work. Culture and our local community are important influences within our school and feature in the 

development of art works and projects throughout the school, ensuring meaningful and engaging learning 

experiences are created.  

As with other subjects thinking reflectively and critically is essential to the children’s progress and 

development, allowing not only the celebration of achievement but also the chance to think critically and 

further develop themselves as learners 

Impact of art in St. Teresa’s 

It is through a varied and challenging curriculum we aim to develop confidence, enjoyment and enrichment 

in the lives of the children in our care while also providing a platform for expression and the celebration of 

different cultures through the visual arts. Throughout their time at St Teresa’s all children receive a broad and 

balanced curriculum. Children are taught to develop, and become proficient in the use of techniques 

including drawing, painting, sculpting, printing and other forms of craft and design. Progression of skills and 

knowledge is considered at all ages in the development of the art curriculum and ensures all children can 

access age appropriate level.  

How do we monitor and review the impact of art at our school? 

 
The art subject leader uses the following lines of enquiry to assess the impact of the art curriculum: 

 

• The profile of Expressive Arts and Design in Early Years.  

• The use of a progression of skills based on both the National Curriculum requirements and Focus 

Education for Year 1 through to Year 6.  

• Sampling of work from across the primary age range.  

• Discussions with pupils and teachers in the form of pupil voice and teacher voice. 

• Sharing best practice and ideas from meetings with Sacred Heart RC High School. 

 

On the next page, you can see our creative art curriculum in action. These pictures show happy, motivated 

and resilient learners, developing new skills at an age appropriate level. Children have the opportunity to 

work in groups and independently and are provided the opportunity to reflect critically upon their own 

performance and understanding.  

Children experience memorable and relevant opportunities to develop skills while considering the impact of 

art, both as an expression of feeling, to commemorate special events and to celebrate our local area.  



Art in action at St. Teresa’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4- 

Natural artworks inspired by Andy 

Goldworthy 

Acrylic paintings inspired by the 

Nativity story 

Developing sculpting skills in class 

Year 2- 

Developing and applying pastel 

drawing techniques to create 

night sky scenes inspired by Van 

Gogh 

 

Year 3- 

Using sculpting skills to make Stone Age 

pottery.  

Impressionist river paintings ased on the 

work of Monet.  

Using drawing techniques with charcoal 

based on Stone Age cave paintings 

 



 

 

Year 5- 

Artwork as part of Remembereace 

Day display 

Sketchbook work and creating art 

work linked to Greek Gods 



 

 

Photographs above show a variety of art work from different year groups with cross-curricular links this year at 

St. Teresa’s. Children work in Forest School sessions on art/design technology skills with links to many subjects 

including science and history. Children worked on a themed ‘Remembrance Week’ throughout the school 

to produce various work from poetry to art –some of which was displayed in Heaton Library. KS2 created a 

mural celebrating their favourite places in our local area to celebrate the diversity present in Heaton. The 

Year 3 class have experienced learning workshops from the Laing Art Gallery to develop their knowledge of 

specific artistic styles and to use art to develop skills related to literacy.  

 

Year 6- 

Artwork using natural materials on 

a large scale.  


