
Parental Feedback -post-lockdown March 2021 

School sent out a Safeguarding/well-being questionnaire for parents to answer, in order for the 

school to best prepare for our children coming back.  

Below are some of the highlights of this survey. In total there were 46 responses to this questionnaire.  

How is/has your child felt about returning to school? 

My child is very happy and loves the school a lot. She was counting the days back to return to 

school everyday. She missed school so much. 

Would prefer to be at home. Little bit nervous/anxious about returning (socially) and being able to 

cope with the workload. 

XXX was very excited and couldn't wait to get back to school, she has been thoroughly enjoying it 

since they returned too. XXX was a anxious ahead of the return but his nature is a little more that 

way generally. He was a little sad about not being with us all of the time but he seems to have 

settled back in fine once he got the first day out of the way. 

Wanting to return. She was crying on 4 Jan, when told that Boris Johnson said she could not go to 

school. 

When we first started discussing it, he seemed nervous, replaying some of his concerns from his first 

term in reception. On his first day back, and those since, he has seemed much more energized 

which we attribute to being back with his peers, something he really missed during lockdown. He 

has also entered the classroom more confidently and comfortably than last term which is lovely to 

see. 

XXX was delighted that the rest of her friends would be returning to the classroom. She was 

genuinely excited about going back on 8th March and seems to have enjoyed every day since! 

XXX told me I was collecting her too early from after school club. 

A bit anxious; but otherwise well- she settled in very well after just 1 day at school 

 

How has your child engaged with remote learning? If this has been a struggle please still share. Is 

there anything they have really enjoyed doing during the school closure? 

XXX particularly enjoyed the English lessons during remote learning, especially the Feast lessons on 

YouTube and he also enjoyed the English lessons from the Oak Academy. He found White Rose 

Maths a little monotonous after a couple of weeks. He became less engaged with the class Zoom 

calls as time went on and he felt a bit shy to participate when there were so many people in the 

call. It was great when Ms XXX did a small Zoom call with just him and two of his friends, this was an 

excellent idea. 

We eventually found a routine but remote learning was initially a struggle. It was difficult to motivate 

him, especially with writing and some weeks we resorted to typing instead of writing because he 

was happy to do this. Mr XXX’s class Zoom meetings were excellent! He engaged so well with the 

children, managed to involve them all and he made them really enjoyable; they were a highlight 

of the week in our house. Mr XXX’s regular feedback was amazing and XXX really responded to this. 

We really appreciated his hard work. Mrs XXX’s Zoom reading sessions were absolutely wonderful. It 

was so great for XXX to have that one to one time with her and he loved them. Another highlight of 

our week! 

 

 



They didn’t really enjoy zoom calls to be honest .....through no fault of the teachers..... they found it 

incredibly difficult to get into a work mindset whilst at home.....I think this was because they 

remembered Lockdown 1 when there were no work expectations and they had really enjoyed the 

nice weather / garden / bike rides / dog walks..... They weren’t prepared that this lockdown was 

going to be different and that there was an expectation of a lot of work needed to be done. 

The whole family have struggled with remote learning to the point where it became unsustainable. 

Thank you to the school in being accommodating of children whose parents are key workers as this 

has helped provide the necessary respite as it was completely impossible to home school, work and 

look after pre-school child all at the same time. 

XXX was very engaged with the home learning that Miss XXX was providing and was keen to get 

into the work set each day, we never had any problems with getting her to complete the activities. 

XXX was a bit more hit and miss. He was ok a lot of the time but certain days / parts of the day there 

was a resistance to having to do the work which caused some tension, especially as myself and my 

husband have been working from home the whole time so were having to fit in helping with school 

work around that. That said, once he was actually doing the work he was pretty engaged in it and 

loved the online Zoom sessions with Mr XXX. He seemed to particularly enjoy the story and poetry 

writing as well as the Letter to Mr Boggington. He has also commented that he liked doing the 

Whiterose Maths videos. 

Engaged with some tasks more than others such as music and science. Less so with maths but I think 

that's a confidence issue. White rose maths lessons were really helpful. The Oak academy lessons 

were well received. 

Child 1 - engaged with remote learning especially when smaller groups so could interact more. XXX 

has been much more sociable with smaller friendship group outside of school work i.e. online 

gaming. Child 2 was not engaged at all with remote learning. He really struggles with new 

information and will not write anything. It has highlighted to us his additional needs. He enjoyed not 

being at school! Also enjoyed the 121 calls rather than class zooms which he had to be persuaded 

into joining. Very little contact with people in his class. Child 3. Daily calls were good just to still feel 

part of school. Didn't do much of work being set but did something every day. More emphasis on 

softer elements i.e. nature walks and pe. 

Really well. XXX's attitude to home learning has been exceptional, she followed and completed 

daily tasks with enthusiasm and worked independently. She also attended her weekly zoom sessions 

and French lesson. 

It was harder at the beginning with the zoom calls and seeing some of her friends at school, but 

eventually she started to go to school 3 days a week and that helped her to better understand the 

changes. The homework and activities actually helped us to be better organized and have extra 

things to do when home schooling. She was very engaged. She even asks now if she'd be home 

schooled on the weekends. 

I was very grateful for the morning zoom, it helped us frame the home-school day but more 

importantly helped XXX to feel connected to his class and he enjoyed seeing his classmates. I’m 

fortunate in that I’m not working and so was able to give my attention to remote learning, I mostly 

focused on literacy, numeracy, phonics and reading as I found it would take us much longer to get 

through than I expect it would in the classroom. Towards the end XXX was losing interest, particularly 

in the videos (the repetition in the phonics video mainly), so I hope being back in class he is more 

motivated and able to be challenged more than I could offer. 

 

 

 



My daughter did all of the work and particularly enjoyed English activities. She found White Rose 

maths 'boring.' She enjoyed having phone calls from school and live lessons. She also loved 

'friendship' zoom chats and the literacy/reading lesson with Mrs XXX. She also loved getting a 

certificate in the whole school assembly and for EdShed. These all made her feel part of school life. 

Yes. It was mixed home school and going to school. Enjoyed both and home learning was excellent 

organised and easy to follow. Well done to all teacher All their extra work is more than appreciated. 

 

Has your experience in this lockdown been different to the previous lockdown period? If so please 

explain. 

The remote learning seemed much easier to handle this time and I guess we also knew what we 

were doing a bit more. I’d say our experience this time was more positive. 

Yes. More positive this time. I preferred the daily uploading of work, as opposed to weekly and I also 

preferred how the work seemed more focussed this time. It seemed more manageable. 

Home-schooling seemed more intense this time - too much in my opinion. There has been a lot of 

pressure on parents to work, run the home and home-school - I think it's been harder for the parents 

than the children. My kids all coped brilliantly! 

Yes very much so.... I actually quite enjoyed lock down 1 if I’m honest.... i loved spending time with 

the kids in the garden, on bike rides, out in the outdoors, fresh air......still incorporating learning into 

our everyday practical activities, but without emphasis being put on formal work being completed. 

This time round , i don’t think any of us enjoyed it if I’m honest ... we have tried our best and soldiered 

on but I felt like i let the kids down by not completing as much work with them as i would of liked. 

The school structuring of zoom calls and the lesson structure was much better than last lockdown 

which gave confidence that the school knew what they were doing. First lockdown we felt devoid 

of support in the early stages but it did get better once plans were put in place. Different situation 

this time around for us parents due to different shift patterns. 

Yes. This lockdown was much harder. Mainly because the schools had time to get their plan in place 

and put a lot of expectations on the parents. We both have to work full-time at home and just can't 

be full time teachers at the same time, which even though school were saying do what you can, it 

still felt like everyone one else was doing everything being asked. We didn't have enough technical 

devices in the house to support all of us. 

Yes, as both parents work has continued as normal this time and has been a lot more demanding 

/ time consuming than during the last lockdown. This has meant that XXX has had long periods to 

occupy herself. She has greatly developed her independence and improved her IT skills (one of the 

benefits of lockdown life). 

It was more structured this time with the morning zoom calls and set tasks for each day which I think 

worked really well. Having said that it was also nice during the last lockdown to just do things you 

wouldn’t normally have as much time to do such as cooking together and planting flowers and 

vegetables. This lockdown didn’t really feel the same as last time as I was in work and XXX in part-

time. I think that it was probably good for all students to have more structure to their day. I was really 

impressed with all of the work that Mrs XXX and Miss XXX did for their students. The zoom calls were 

great, the work was interesting and the feedback XXX got almost immediately after posting it on 

Seesaw was so positive- it really gave him a boost. 

 

 

 



If there is anything else you would like to add, please do in the space below 

Thank you very much for your continuous support during this difficult time. School couldn't have 

done any better. 

Thank you for all of the support during these trying times. 

Thank you to everyone for their hard work. We really appreciate you all. 

Thanks for all you as a staff and school have tried your best to do throughout this difficult time, not 

only for XXX and XXX , but for all the kids....it’s been a testing time for us all! 

Thank you to all staff for doing such a fantastic job and taking such good care of our children, you 

are all wonderful! 

Thank you for all your hard work it is much appreciated. I come from a family of teachers so I know 

how you all work hard. 

Just a thank you to the staff for doing their best to keep the kids engaged with them and the other 

children in difficult circumstances. I appreciate that technology seemed to be a barrier for the staff 

in this regard at times so wondered if that might be something the school might be looking to 

improve where possible in the future....? 

Communication was very good throughout and tasks on seesaw were well organised and 

structured. Regular contact with Teacher and classmates though weekly class zooms were also very 

helpful and welcome. Please could PE and daily activities outside be a priority e.g. daily mile, we 

would also love to be back in the forest school - a fantastic extra learning space outdoors which 

would be great to see used more regularly. Being active and outside is so important and critical for 

mental and physical health which we think has suffered during lockdown, particularly with so many 

extra-curricular activities and sports having been cancelled and inaccessible. 


