
School parking 
Please could we remind all parents/carers that the 
school/church car park is reserved for staff parking 
before/after and during the school day.  
The car park gates will be closed again next week in 
the mornings and afternoon –so pleased do not use 
the car park to drop off/pick-up your child/ren.  
Similarly, please do not use the entrance to the 
school/church car park to stop/drop-off before school.  
Our children’s health and safety are paramount to all 
our plans –please follow our request to park away 
from the school car park.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
World Book Day  
On Thursday, the school celebrated World Book Day. 
Reading is always a focus for our school and an 
important life-skill.  
This year, we have launched our own virtual library, 
which parents/children can access via our school 
website.  
Simply click on the book you would like to hear read 
and it will take you to a video of the story being 
narrated.  
Please find the link below:  
https://www.stteresasnewcastle.org.uk/school-life/
curriculum/virtual-library/ 
 
Catch-up/Recovery Curriculum  
At St. Teresa’s we will be prioritising our children’s 
mental health and wellbeing first and foremost when 
we welcome them all back next week.  
As a school, we will of course continue, as we always 
have done to teach our children age-related topics.  
We will continue to plan, work, assess and review 
everything that we are doing in school to ensure that 
children continue to make progress throughout their 
time with us at St. Teresa’s. 
There are sections of the media writing/reporting 
about the catch-up/recovery curriculum. As we did in 
September, we will be teaching as we always have 
and will plan the best way forward for our children in 
school.  
We will not be talking about ‘catching-up or 
recovering,’ but will ensure we identify learning gaps 
and teach to these –as we always have done.  
There will be interventions and small group work 
taking place now and into the future –again, as we 
always have done.  
The only ‘catch-up’ I will be talking about, is the 
children catching-up with their friends, both 
socialising and emotionally. Thanks –Mr Turner.  

Full re-opening of school –Monday 8 March  
As parents/carers will be aware, the Government 
announced that all children in Primary schools will 
return to school on Monday 8th March 2021. 
Attendance will be compulsory.  
As with all of our decisions and actions over the last 
11 months, the safety of our pupils, staff and 
community is paramount and always at the forefront 
of any changes we implement to school routines.  
School will be organised in exactly the same way as 
it was in the Autumn term from September to 
December 2020.  
 
• The children will remain in their year group 

bubbles.  
• Children will play in their separate bubbles on 

the yard and lunches will be staggered.  
• Bubbles will be allocated separate toilet 

cubicles.  
• Assemblies and Masses will be delivered 

virtually.  
• Regular handwashing will continue at set 

intervals during the day and hand sanitiser will 
be regularly available.  

• Respiratory hygiene is crucial.  
• Staff will continue to use PPE gear and wear 

face masks/visors as and when necessary.  
• Parents MUST wear face coverings when on 

the premises (unless exempt).  
• We will have staggered drop-off/pick-up for 

each age-phase bubbles  
• Breakfast Club and After School Club will 

continue be open as it has been since January 
They will also operate with the same safety 
measures and routines in place.  

• Children will continue to come into school in 
their PE kit on their allocated PE days. 

• Resources brought in from home must be 
limited to essential items only.  

• Children will sit in rows in their classrooms 
from Y2 upwards.  

• Staff will continue to take their twice weekly 
lateral flow tests and Track and Trace will 
continue if positive results are reported 
amongst staff or pupils.  

We hope this helps with any initial queries. More 
information will follow. Thank you for your support. 
 
STEM Week 2021 
Next week, all our children will be learning and 
enjoying activities linked to science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM).  
The theme for this year is innovating the future, so 
we are thinking of innovative ways to repurpose 
plastic bottles to help reduce plastic pollution.  
Children will learn about the diverse people, careers 
in science and engineering during the week. 
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