
                                                                                                                                                           

  

The Explorer 

By Katherine Rundell 

Monday Task 1 

Answer questions about the front cover of the 

book.  

 

1. Does the title of the book suggest 

anything to you? 

2. What do you think you might learn from 

reading this book? 

3. Can you predict what you think might 

happen in this book? 

4. Do you like the illustrations on the front 

cover? Give reasons for you answer.  

5. Does the front cover or title remind you 

of any other books you have read?  

 

Wednesday Task 2 

Write sentences using cause and effect 

conjunctions.   
Imagine you have been stranded in The Amazon 

Rainforest like Fred and the other children.   

Make a list of 10 items you would need in order to 

survive. Rank your items from most important to least 

important.  

Write a sentence for each of your chosen items using a 

cause or effect conjunction to give a reason for your 

choice. (see conjunctions list on the next page) 

Eg Due to the torrential downpours in the rainforest, it 

would be essential to have a waterproof jacket.   

 Tuesday 

Compare character descriptions in the first 

chapter.  

Read the first chapter of The Explorer again. Make a 

list of the characters so far by putting them into a 

table. Write any descriptions of the characters 

under each name.  Example  

Fred First girl Second girl 

 
 
 

Slanted 
eyebrows 

Pale 

 

What is your favourite description in this chapter 

and why? It could be a person or place.  

 

Monday Task 2 

Use The Explorer book extract on the school 

website. Read the first chapter called Flight.  

Role on the Wall Activity  

On a piece of paper, or in your book, draw an 

outline picture of what you think Fred may look 

like. Write some words on the inside of your 

picture to describe the sort of character you think 

Fred is so far. You might write ‘worrier.’ 

Around the outside of your character write some 

questions you would like to find out about Fred.   

Wednesday Task 1: Read it 

Read the second chapter in the extract: The Dark 

Green. 



 

Thursday  

To understand and use personification  

Personification is when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities 

that only a human can have. This creative literary tool adds interests to 

poems and stories. An author uses personification to bring non-human 

things to life.  This video shows a song about personification.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqBZMR83wCg 

 

Find these sentences in chapter 2 and fill in the missing personification.  

 

The fire_________ back in response, a tree behind him sent up a fountain 

of flames.  

 

A burning branch cracked, ________ red and fell in a cascade of sparks.  

 

Trees ____________ hundreds of feet up into the sky.   

 

Can you personify these objects from the story? Write a sentence using 

personification.  

 

EG The moon  

The lambent light of the moon embraced the tall trees in the forest.  

 

Now you try with these objects: 

 

The moon         A snake                    The jungle 

 

                       The fire                                The stars  

 

 

Friday 

Find out and write a fact file about an author.  

Follow the link which tells you some information about what inspired 

Katherine Rundell to write The Explorer. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-

features/features/2017/september/read-the-brilliant-opening-to-

katherine-rundells-new-book-the-explorer/ 

 

Carry out more research on the author Katherine Rundell. 

Complete the author study activity sheet provided on the school 

website, or you could make your own fact file if you wish.  

 

Vocabulary  

New Words to try in your writing this week. Look them up and try to use 

them in a sentence.  

brumous                             minacious                                          perfidious  

Cause and Effect Conjunctions 
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