
The Secret of Black Rock by Joe Todd-Stanton 

Day 1 - Response to Image – A Fisherwoman or Fisherman 

 

Explore the photograph with your child, sharing what they notice and any clues that may provide as to what 

they do. Offer your child prompts to elicit critical thinking, such as: 

Who are these people? What can you say about them? 

How do they know each other? How do you know this? What is their life like? 

What would you like to find out? Does anything puzzle you? 

Task 1: Draw a fisherman or a fisherwoman and write down your thoughts about the people that do this type 

of work.  You could simply scribe your thoughts to the above questions if need be. For example: The 

fishermen look hardworking… the setting looks very cold because they are wearing big jackets… the 

photograph looks old… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2 - Exploring the physical and natural world - Response to Illustration, 

Visualising, Artwork and Annotating 

 
Drawing story settings prompts children to imagine what a scene looks like; or visualise it from a particular 

viewpoint. Like drama, it enables children to enter the world of the story and provides support for writing.  

In order for the sequence to work effectively you will need to ‘keep back’ the text from the children initially, 

including the cover of the novel and title. The story will need to unfold slowly, and it is best for the children 

not to know the ending until you are at the culmination of the teaching sessions.   

Show the children the image of the rock on the inner title page without revealing the title yet or any other 

text. Ask the children to share their initial responses to what they see: 

What is this? How would you describe it? 

How does it make you feel? Why? 

Does it remind you of anything in stories or real life? What is happening around the rock?  

What might have happened here? What could happen? Where do you think this is?  

Now reveal the title on the page The Secret of Black Rock. What does this tell us? What does your child think 

is the secret? What might be underneath or within the rock? 

Task 2: Write at least 5 sentences on the image using descriptive language. The rock stands tall above the 

thrashing waves. The edges of the rock looked as sharp as a knife. The sharp rocks looked dangerous. There 

is a sense of danger about the rock. The rock might have secret treasures inside. 

 

 



Day 3: Applying knowledge of the natural, physical and human 

environment - Response to Illustration 

 

   

Who is this girl?  

Where do you think she lives and with whom?  

What might tell them that?  

Would you like to live there? Why? Why not? 

What does she like to do? 

How is she feeling now? 

What happens in this place? 

How do people live? 

How do they make their living? What makes you think that? 

Do you have anything you would like to ask the girl? 

Task 3: Write answers to the above questions. Remember, these are just your thoughts and what you might 

think – they don’t have to be correct to the story. Try to do all the questions but don’t worry if you’re unsure 

– you can speak to an adult or leave it out. 

 

 



 

Day 4: Reading aloud and Re-reading, Visualising and Artwork and 

Looking at Language 

 
Read aloud from the start of the book until ‘“It’s as big as a mountain and as sharp as a swordfish.”’ without 

revealing the illustrations that accompany the two scary stories being told. Ask the children to choose which 

scary story intrigues them most, sharing why they are drawn to that one in particular. What appeals to them 

most about it? Does it remind them of other scary stories? 

Provide the children with art materials such pencils, pens, felt tips, to depict Black Rock. Re-read the two 

sentences aloud, asking your child to choose their favourite one and draw what they see in their mind’s eye. 

Reassure them that they may interpret it differently. Annotate the drawing with adjectives or describing 

sentences. 

 



 

Day 5: Developing viewpoint of both mother and daughter - Reading 

Aloud, Response to Illustration, Freeze Frame and Thought Tracking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read aloud from the beginning of the story and on until ‘…hoping she might catch a glimpse of the 

mysterious Black Rock.’  Give your child the opportunity to respond to the text and the accompanying 

illustrations. What do you think about Erin’s lack of fear or her behaviour? Do you agree that she should 

keep trying to hide on her mum’s boat? Why? Why not? Why does she wait for her mum every night? Why 

is she so intrigued by Black Rock? You might draw comparisons to fearless female characters in other 

stories, such as Disney’s Merida or Moana or characters in books. 

 

Task 5: Provide paper so that your child can write down the girl’s imagined thoughts based on the line 

“hoping she might catch a glimpse of the mysterious Black Rock”. What do you think she expects to see? 

 



 

 


