
New behaviour policy 
You may have heard your child/children talking about 
our new behaviour policy/system this week. As a 
staff working in conjunction with children we have 
developed a new merit system. Children will start 
each day with 8 merits. One for punctuality, one for 
attendance, one for home/school work, one for 
uniform, one for effort and three merits for behaviour 
(one for the morning, lunch and afternoon).  
Children will be able to collect their merits throughout 
the course of the term/year and exchange these for 
prizes in our reward shop. Rewards start at 200 
merits and will go up to the grand mystery reward of 
1,200 merits!  
As well as earning rewards in the shop, children will 
get the opportunity to take part in our Friday 
afternoon ‘Shine Time’. Children will get to choose 
an activity from a selection that staff will be offering 
over the half-term. For every 3 behaviour merits lost 
over the week, they will have to sit out of 5 minutes 
of their ‘Shine Time’ activity.  
Lunchtime supervisors will be giving out raffle tickets 
from next week to children who, like St. Teresa, did 
the little things in life well. Children will be able to 
gain a raffle ticket for their positive behaviour/effort/
attitude at lunchtimes. Every week in celebration 
assembly one raffle ticket will be chosen to win a 
prize.   
We will be having a special celebration assembly at 
the end of each half-term where one child from each 
class will be selected by staff having impressed both 
pastorally and academically . Parents/carers of the 
children will receive an invitation two weeks before 
the assembly to attend. 
As a school we believe that our personal 
development , behaviour and well being provision is 
outstanding. By implementing this new behaviour 
policy it is our view that we can continue to maintain 
this, but also reward the excellent contributions that 
our children give to our school.  
School Council members 
For this academic year we congratulate our new 
School Councillors, who will help us share/
understand what children would like at our school. 
Teachers chose children at the back end of the year, 
who they felt deserved a chance because of their 
efforts and attitude in school. Classes then voted for 
their preferred choice. We hope this is a fair way of 
sharing the responsibly and will ensure others get 
the chance in the future.  
School Councillors, Allana/Alden (Year 1), Florence/
Leo (Year 2), Isaac/Emily (Year 3), Emelia/Seb (Year 
4), Hermione/Justice (Year 5) and Finnley/Lucy 
(Year 6) all received their councillor badges at 
celebration assembly today!  

Welcome back 
Welcome back to all our children and families to a 
new academic year at St. Teresa’s. It was wonderful 
to see all the children this week looking smart in their 
uniforms.  
We look forward to welcoming our new Reception 
children both this week and next as they make the 
transition into school. Their Year 6 buddies are 
excited to look after them!  
Pick up/drop off  
There have been a few small changes over the 
summer holidays to the school building, in order to 
facilitate a quicker transition into school in the 
morning. Children in reception should still be 
dropped off at the fire exit door to the left of the 
school office, as always happened. Children from 
Year 1-6 can be brought onto the yard by their 
parent/carer from 8.45am, when the gate will be 
opened to the main yard.  
The bell will ring at 8.50am and children can walk to 
their designated doors to be met by a member of 
staff. All children now have pegs outside their 
classrooms from Reception to Year 5 in which to 
place their coats/small PE bag and Forest School kit 
when needed.  
Year 6 will still use the changing rooms as their cloak 
room.  
As always, I’m happy to receive feedback on any 
changes we make and will take these into 
consideration in any future plans. Thank you to you 
all for your cooperation and understanding with this 
change.  
School Mission 
Last year, Mr Turner worked with some children 
revisiting our Mission Statement. As a school we 
want everyone to know what we are about and have 
ownership of it.   
Staff and governors have worked on it this week and 
we would like to share it with all parents/carers and 
family members. Your thoughts and opinions are 
welcome.  
We wanted our new Mission Statement to be easily 
remembered by children, link to St. Teresa (doing 
the little things well), be inclusive to everyone and 
also be about us as a school nurturing talents.  
 

‘Shine in little ways’ 
We inspire everybody in St. Teresa’s to shine in their 
own way, in a safe, welcoming and nurturing 
environment. We learn, work and serve together in 
unity with the school, church, families and 
community. To grow in God’s way and be a witness 
to our faith.  
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Other diary dates 
As the term progresses we will keep you informed of 
any other dates that you will need to know when 
these are confirmed.  
We will be planning in our curriculum coffee 
mornings towards the back end of September. 
First Holy Communion  
There will be a meeting on Tuesday 11th September 
for all parents/carers of children who would like to be 
part of the sacramental preparation programme this 
year.  
At the meeting parents/carers will be given the 
timings, dates and the commitment needed to take 
the next step in their child’s journey with their faith.  
If any parents can’t make it, letters will be sent out 
after the meeting outlining the main points/dates.   
Achievements  
Well done to Adeline in Year 6 for achieiving her 
Stage 8 swimming badge and certificate! Keep up 
the hard work!  
Elise in Year 6 has been working hard on her dance 
skills. She has achieved her Grade 1, bronze bar 
and bronze in tap, ballet, stage and disco! Fantastic! 
Please remind your children to come and see Mr 
Turner with any of their recent achievements during 
the week before a Friday, so they can receive a 
mention in the newsletter.   
School uniform 
Thank you to parents/carers for adhering to our 
uniform policy that was revised at the back end of 
last term.  
A reminder –children must wear black school shoes, 
not come into school with earrings in, have nail 
varnish on or have big bows/hair slides in.  
For future reference please find the uniform policy on 
our school website under policies  
Thank you for your support and cooperation in this 
matter.  
Modern Foreign Languages 
This academic year we will be changing our main 
language taught in school from Italian to French. 
This decision has been taken in view that it is one of 
the main languages taught in our main feeder school 
St. Mary’s. We also have Mr Knox who has also 
taught French at secondary level for many years, 
who will continue to teach Year 5/6 for an hour a 
week. Year 3/4 will teach French with guidance from 
Mr Knox and it will be monitored by our MFL leader.  
We will be offering a before-school language club for 
children whose parents want them to continue 
Italian.   
All decisions are made with the best intentions for 
our children in order to give them the best education 
we can. Any questions or queries, please do not 
hesitate to contact me –Mr Turner.  

Dates for diaries 
As always, we try to give parents/carers as much 
notice as possible with forthcoming events and 
activities.  
A minority of these dates/times might have to 
change, depending upon staff availability or other 
circumstances –again, we will endeavour to keep 
you all informed through the newsletter, school 
website and Twitter.  
Please find below a list of dates/times that both show 
you what is happening in school for children or  you 
might attend as parents:  
Tuesday 11th September 
1-3pm - Smart Walk for Year 6   
1-3pm - British Cycling in with Year 5 
6pm - First Holy Communion meeting for parents of 
children wanting to partake in the sacrament this 
year.  
Sunday 16th September  
3.45am - Year 6 depart for Rome from school 
Tuesday 18th September  
Cycling club for Year 5 starts after school (more 
details to follow) 
Monday 24th September  
1.30-2.30pm - Prospective Reception 2019 parents’ 
open afternoon.  
Friday 28th September  
9.15am - St. Teresa’s Day Mass in church. All 
parents welcome.  
All day - St. Teresa’s Day celebration activities/
lessons in school. 
Saturday 6th October 
St. Teresa’s Parish autumn fair (more details to 
follow).  
Tuesday 9th October 
9.30-10.30am - Prospective Reception 2019 parents’ 
open morning.  
Thursday 18th October  
9.15am-3pm - Year 4 visiting the Oriental Museum 
Wednesday 24th October 
9.15am - School Mass in church. All parents 
welcome.  
Thursday 25th October 
9.15am - Reception/Year 6 sing-a-long in school hall 
(more details to follow).  
Friday 26th October  
All day - individual school photographs  
Wednesday 14th November 
9.15am - Peter J Murray, author visit for Key Stage 
2. Next day, book signing for children (more details 
to follow).  
Monday/Tuesday 26th and 27th November 
3.30-6.00pm - parents’ evenings  
Thursday 13th December 
10am - Cinderella Pantomime @Tyne Theatre 
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